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Things Which We Simply 
Must Not Lose 


Since the decisive defeat of the Plan of Union 
we have counseled our co-workers to be humble 
and give God all the glory. This is no time for 
gloating or boasting. Such attitudes are carnal 
and are of the flesh. 


The present time in our church should be one 
of gratitude and challenge. We have _ received 
many letters since the defeat of union and prac- 
tically all of them began something like this one: 
“We should thank God for saving our Church 
for His proper use and upbuilding.” It is also 
a time of challenge to go forward with Christ in 
the unity of the Spirit. 


Our gratitude to God for this victory is not 
that we have won and others have lost. Such an 
attitude would be unbecoming to our Christian 
vocation. Qur gratitude is based on the fact that 
by the action of the constitutional number of pres- 
byteries, we have conserved things which we simply 
must not lose. To be specific we shall enumerate 
a few of these things. 


First, we simply must not lose the determination 
to take seriously our confessional standards. We 
believe that our standards should be interpreted 
in the plain and obvious sense in which they were 
first written. It is our conviction that there is 
no value in officially claiming that we have stand- 
ards unless we seriously intend to maintain them. 


In the second place, we simply cannot afford to 
lose our Southern Presbyterian concept that the 
mission of the Church of Jesus Christ here on 
earth is spiritual. The constitution of our Church 
sets forth the nature and extent of Church power. 
It affirms, “The sole functions of the Church as 
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a kingdom and government distinct from the civil 
commonwealth, are to proclaim, to administer, and 


_to enforce the law of Christ revealed in the Scrip- 


tures.” (Book of Church Order, Chapter 1V, 
Section 17.) From 1861 to the present time our 
Church has taken seriously Christ’s statement, “My 
kingdom is not of this world.’ We must continue 
to cherish the belief that the charter of our Church 
limits its jurisdiction to spiritual affairs and forbids 
our meddling in civil and political matters that 
belong in the political arena. 


In the third place, we simply cannot afford to 
lose our Southern Presbyterian concept that the 
Body of Christ is not destroyed by the existence 
of different denominations of professing Chris- 
tians. “But all of these which maintain the Word 
and Sacraments in their fundamental integrity are 
to be recognized as true branches of the Church 
of Jesus Christ.”” (Book of Church Order, Chap- 
ter III, Section 13.) 


In a day when many seem to be blind to the 
danger of pressure tactics in the interest of a 
powerful ecclesiastical organization we need to 
listen to Dr. Arthur J. Gossip who has expressed 
this peril in this trenchant statement. ‘There is 
throughout the church something of a _ crusade, 
almost a clamour, for -organic union . which 
crusade sounds wiser than it is, may indeed be 
only a particular form of a tendency of the day 
which has still to prove itself. Everywhere more 
and more it becomes the fashion to seek to squeeze 
and concuss all men into the one particular mold 
that the majority for the time being happen to 
prefer; to frown upon and actively discourage all 
individuality and all variety. Which, if it is not 
a hopeless endeavor, and if it could succeed, would 
mean the impoverishment of human nature, which 
can be so regimented only at the cost of many of 
its glories, and of a sad loss to the general good.”’ 


In the fourth place, we simply cannot afford to 
lose the gains which we have made in our Church 
in the department of Christian stewardship. Our 
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Church’s record of giving is one that evokes pro- 
found gratitude. While we are ashamed that we 
are not giving more, we rejoice that many of our 
Churches have caught the vision of the Biblical 
method of tithing and abandoned such expedients 
as rummage sales and bazaars. 


In the fifth place, we simply must not lose our 
passion in the field of evangelism. There is always 
a temptation to think of the Church with its or- 
ganizational machinery as the be-all and end-all 
of its existence. We must remember that primitive 
Christianity was a passion. It was known as a 
passion for the lost. Now that the union issue is 
no longer before us to dissipate our energies, we 
must intensify our zeal in the work of evangelism. 


Our Lord said to the Church at Thyatria, “But 
that which ye have already, hold fast till I come.” 
(Revelation 2:25) He who walked in the midst 
of the seven golden candlesticks knew how easy 
it is for great and good things to be lost. Wise 
therefore, was His counsel, “But that which ye 
have already, hold fast till I come.” 


j. 


Pray for Glasgow 


Evangelist Billy Graham opens a campaign in 
Glasgow, Scotland, on March 20th. The London 
Campaign was the most prayed for event in all 
world history and God poured out a mighty bless- 
ing on those meetings. 


This same blessing will be poured out on Glas- 
gow and all Scotland if God’s people will pray. 
There are multiplied reports that God is already 
working in Scotland and there are reports that 
the spirit of anticipation is already setting revival 
fires burning. 


The meetings will be held in Kelvin Hall which 
seats 14,000. Each night 7,000 seats will be re- 
served for delegations. Already these reservations 
are taken for the entire meeting and applications 
are coming in at the rate of 17,000 per day bring- 
ing real consternation to the local committee. 


We Presbyterians owe much to Scotland and 
right now we have a definite duty to pray for a 
mighty work of God’s Holy Spirit in that land. 
Although Scotland has not become as pagan as 
England the spiritual leadership of that land af- 
firm that to the overwhelming majority of the 
people Christianity is little more than a name. 


This is to urge our readers to pray daily for the 
Glasgow campaign, for those actively engaged in 


the various aspects of the meetings, and for the 
people as a whole. 


God is still the miracle-working God and He is 
anxious to release His almighty power to save. To 
Christians He has given the key to success— 


PRAYER. 
Ed. 


Fellowship With God 


In his penetrating studies in FAITH AND 
JUSTIFICATION, Professor G. C. Berkouwer shows 
that the fundamental interest in these vital 
matters is not the establishment of an invariable 
human formulation of the ordo salutis—but 
fellowship with God our gracious heavenly 
Father. Indeed, Principal John MacLeod, 
SCOTTISH THEOLOGY, had already indicated the 
same fundamental when he showed that Thomas 
Halyburton and Abraham Kuyper were equally 
true representatives of the Reformed Faith de- 
spite the fact that their formulations were ver- 
bally different. Berkouwer goes behind the 
words to the intention, asking the neo-orthodox 
to recognize the intention of the classical Cal- 
vinist, and the latter to purify his intention. 
This intention is to set forth the blessed fact 
of fellowship with God, a fellowship that rests 
wholly on His grace given us in Christ, where 
everything turns on salvation in Christ, where 
faith alone denies every trust in self and casts 
one wholly on God’s grace, on what God has 
done in Christ for us. 


Fellowship with God is the opening picture 
in the Bible. God walks and talks with man 
in the Garden of Eden. He gives man sov- 
ereignty over the works of nature. He puts 
birds, beasts and plants under man’s control 
and so endows man with great responsibilities. 
If one accepts the exposition of Dr. R. A. Webb, 
God made man a servant, but adopted him 
as a son in the covenant of works. When man 
sinned and broke this covenant he was driven 
from the garden of God’s fellowship and lost 
the adoption of sonship. 


But the Bible does not end with the 
Cherubims and the flaming sword keeping man 
away from God. The rest of the blessed Book 
is the record of God breaking a way to sinful 
man. God finally came Himself in Jesus Christ 
to have fellowship with us where we are, that 
is, in our sin and misery. This is a faithful 
saying and worthy of all acceptation that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Be- 
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cause He did and because of all He did, our 
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son 
Jesus Christ. Accordingly, the Bible ends as 
it began with man in fellowship with God, his 
Father. 


Here in the pictorial language of Divine 
revelation we see a new heaven and a new 
earth and the New Jerusalem coming down 
out of heaven from God. Here the tabernacle 
of God is with men and He shall dwell with 
them. He shall be their God wiping away all 
tears and sorrow and pain. In the City Four- 
square there is no temple for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 
Here the glory of God and the light of the 
Lamb obviate any need for sun or moon. Here 
the servants of God serve Him and see His 
face, and His children through Christ reign 
forever with their loving heavenly Father. 

—W. C. 


Which Is the Christian Way 
of Disposing the Body 
After Death? 


The following article appears in the Presby- 
terian Outlook for January 31, 1955. In this 
case, with due respect for our Louisville brother, 
we agree, in the large, with the Roman Catholic 
statement. In hs FOUNDING OF THE 
CHURCH UNIVERSAL, page 139, Hans Lietz- 
mann properly points out that the early “Christians 
unanimously repudiated cremation”; and, in accord 
with the Jewish custom, buried their dead in the 
catacombs. Similarly, Philip Schaff, HISTORY 
OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH I1:482-383 
shows that under a vivid impression of the com- 
munion of the saints, the sacredness of the body 
(cf I Cor. 3:16; 6:19; II Cor. 6:16), and the 
future resurrection of the body in glory, the Greek 
and Roman custom of cremation was repugnant to 
Christian feeling. Tertullian and Cyprian expressed 
harsh condemnation of it. “In its stead the Church 
adopted the primitive Jewish usage of burial.’’ 


In the New Testament the eyes of faith focus 
neither on the moment of death nor on any inter- 
mediate state, but on the COMING of Christ 
in His glory and the Resurrection Victory then 


bestowed.—W.C.R. 


“LOUISVILLE MINISTER OPPOSED 
FOR STATEMENT ON CREMATION 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. (RNS)—The contention 
of a Louisville Presbyterian minister that crema- 
tion is “the most Christian way of disposing of the 
body after death” has drawn the fire of The Record, 
weekly newspaper of the Roman Catholic Arch- 
diocese of Louisville. 


William A. Benfield, Jr., pastor of Highland 
Presbyterian Church, said in a sermon that because 
of the tendency ‘to associate the essential person 
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with that person’s body,” the body after death is 
given an emphasis that is often more pagan than 
Christian. 


‘The New ‘Testament teaches that the person 
leaves the body at death,” he said. ““The person 
is with God and is given a spirtual body.” 


In an editorial, The Record commented that 
“while the reverend gentleman made no mention 
of the Catholic Church, everyone knows that the 
Catholic Church is opposed to cremation except in 
cases of real necessity.” 


“His reasoning is wide of the mark,’ the edi- 
torial said. “According to traditional Christianity, 
as opposed to paganism, it is not the ‘person’ that 
is ‘with God’ after death, but the soul. The soul 
is only one of the essential parts of the human 
person. ‘The body itself awaits resurrection: re- 
union with the soul, through which is effected the 
re-establishment of the complete human person. 


“While modern Catholic teaching is well aware 
of the scientific difficulties in this belief,’ the edi- 
torial continued, “it insists that the resurrection 
of all men is bound to resemble the resurrection 


of Christ, ‘the first-fruits of all those who have 


fallen asleep.’ 


“Now Christ’s body was, in a true sense, the 
same after the resurrection, even though it then 
had spiritual qualities. ‘Look at my hands and 
my feet,’ he said, ‘to be assured that it is myself; 
touch me, and look; a spirit has not flesh and 
bones, as you see that I have.’ 


“Apart from this, the very fact that Christ 
himself was buried—with explicit approval on his 
part as to the customs to be observed—should be 
argument enough that burial is by no means un- 
Christian.’ —The Presbyterian Outlook. 


Christian Liberty 
Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Freedom and liberty are grand words, but 
if we are to talk intelligibly, our words must 
be unambiguously defined. In several preceding 
articles unscriptural meanings of the word 
freedom and the phrase free from the law have 
been pointed out. Chapter XX of the Con- 
fession enumerates the factors which comprise 
and define Christian liberty. 


“The liberty which Christ hath purchased for 
believers under the gospel consists in_ their 
freedom from the guilt of sin the curse 
of the moral law . . . bondage to Satan 
All which were common also to believers under 
the (ate. -}). 


In addition to these elements of liberty, which 
particularly concerns us in our individual lives, 
Christian liberty includes the liberty of con- 
science in the face of tyrannical ecclesiastical 
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organizations. Some years ago a young man pre- 
sented himself to a Presbytery for ordination. 
As he was known to believe that the boards and 
agencies of that church were infiltrated with 
modernism, he was asked whether he would sup- 
port the boards and agencies. He replied that 
he would support them insofar as they were 
true to the Bible. This answer did not please 
Presbytery, and he was asked if he would sup- 
port the boards regardless of what they did. 
When the young man declined to make any 
such blind promise, the Presbytery refused to 
ordain him. 


One of his friends remarked that the differ- 
ence between modernism and Christianity might 
be stated thus: in modernism you believe as 
you please but do what the officials tell you; 
in true Presbyterianism you do as you please 
so long as you believe what the Confession says. 


As the twentieth century has seen a great 
increase in the control that national govern- 
ments exercise over their citizens, so too with 
ecclesiastical organizations there is a_ trend 
toward centralization, bureaucracy, and an in- 
difference toward inalienable rights. Well pub- 
licized gatherings of Protestant prelates parade 
in robes, and the press reports the colorful 


pageantry. Impressive imitation of popery! And 


the same eventual results are to be expected. 


“God alone is Lord of the conscience and 
hath left it free from the doctrines and com- 
mandments of men which are in any thing 
contrary to his word, or beside it in matters 
of faith and worship” (sec. 11) . 


The changing majorities of a Council or 
General Assembly which pushes a conjectural 
translation of the Bible one year and another 
year issues Sunday School lessons whose con- 
jectures are still worse, may boast that their 
theology is not static but dynamic. A different 
doctrine every decade—while the _ orthodox 
fuddy-duddies keep on believing the same thing 
all the time! 3 


But what moral chaos there is, when the 
law of God is abandoned tor the latest style 
of unbelief. It used to be Ritschl’s value- 
judgments; now it is paradox; next it will be — 
who can guess? 


The law of God is stable because God is 
unchangeable. ‘Those who believe God do not 
need to change their moral principles with the 
passing years. Nor will they change their wor- 
ship, push the Bible to one side, put an altar 
in the center, pray to the saints and the Virgin, 
nor, as the last article recounted, engage a 
troupe of ballet dancers to fill an empty pulpit. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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LETIERS. 


Louisville, Ky. 
January 31, 1955 
‘To the Editor: 


The January 26th issue of The Southern Journal 
has just come to me. | admire you in your con- 
victions, in that you do stand up and are counted 
for what you believe. But, I do wish that you 
would be honest in your reporting. In your edi- 
torial you state that the “minority” of the church 
and most of them ministers are the ones who favor 
Union. How can you make such a statement when 
only, as your paper went to press, +1 Presbyteries, 
less than half, had voted. One does not attempt 
to count any other elections in such a manner. 
We do not say who won a Presidential election 
when less than half of the votes are counted. If 
you jump at inconclusive evidence and upon it 
base your conclusions, of what value are they? 
I do not know, and neither do you, what the 
final results of the voting will be. If, it should 
be that in the final count those who favor union, 
according to the number of Presbyteries voting for 
it and the number in all the Presbyteries, what then 
are you going to say concerning “the minority.” 


In whatever you believe and in the manner in 
which you believe it, PLEASE remember that most 
men have minds and can count. PLEASE think 
once, twice and three times before you insult the 
intelligence of the Presbyterians of the US Church. 
I hope you see what I mean. 


Most sincerely, 
J. Brent Wood 
Strathmoor Presbyterian Church 


This Journal has insisted from the beginning of 
the unhappy controversy over church union that 
the majority in our church oppose union. This is 
based on the total membership of the church, min- 
isters and lay people. The Presbytery vote is not 
the basis of such opinion for there the ministers 
have nearly fifty per-cent of the vote. 


In many scores of places, after hearing both sides 
of the issue, congregations voted their opinions 


= in all but three that we heard of they voted 


axainst union. 


‘There was no desire to “insult the intelligence~>, 


of the Presbyterians in the U. S. Church” in the 
editorial entitled: ‘““Look Forward’. It was a plea 
to forget our differences and look forward to the 
real work of the church. It just happens that the 
reporting was factual and that its judgment is being 
confirmed by unfolding events. 


Ed. 


BUY YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville, North Carolina 
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ANGLERS 


( By the Editor of The Testament _. 
For Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 95 
How Not To Start A Revival 


The preacher in his New Year sermon says we 
need a revival to sweep across the nation from 
ocean to ocean, and we fervently breathe, “Amen.” 


Whose business is it to start the revival? Why, 
good Presbyterians of course. Who are the good 
Presbyterians, and what is a good Presbyterian? 

A good Presbyterian, according to the general 
opinion of the church people and of the community, 
consists of the following (speaking of the man) : 


He regularly attends the eleven o’clock church 
services on Sunday morning—or at least fairly 
regularly. He puts a good contribution in the 
plate, too. He tells the preacher how much he 
enjoyed the sermon, and he is genial and friendly 
with everybody. He is highly esteemed in the com- 
munity, a good, fair dealing business man, a kindly 
neighbor and a director in the bank. He requires 
his children to attend Sunday School and insists 
on their being on time. He makes liberal contri- 
butions to the Community Chest each year and 
is a top subscriber to the Polio Fund. Once, when 
there was a special appeal for Foreign Missions 
he wrote a check for $100.00. He drives a late 
model car and his wife has one for her own use. 
They have a two-car garage. This man like 
Caesar’s wife, is above reproach; his escutcheon is 
untarnished; he’s a good Presbyterian. 


Again, in March, the preacher says something 
is wrong; this country has drifted far from its 
Puritan character of Colonial days. We have grown 
opulent with expanded industry, growing cities 
and financial power. Crime has become rampant 
and juvenile delinquency is increasing at an alarm- 
ing rate; we are spending nine billions a year for 
liquor and it costs the government six billions to 
cope with its effects, to say nothing of the social 
wreck and ruin, and human suffering caused by 
drink; one out of every three marriages goes on 
the rocks and Sabbath desecration is at a highwater 
mark—there is dire threat of a third World War. 


We need a nation-wide revival. 


The good Presbyterian in his Sunday morning 
pew says: the preacher is right; why don’t the 
Christian forces of this great nation start a revival ? 
They could—why don’t they? 


In June the preacher says there are people living 
in your block who never attend church; they have 
never accepted Jesus Christ as their Saviour—they 
are unsaved—they are lost. The good Presbyterian 
says Why don’t our pastor get around to see them? 
He has? Well, he should go again; in business 
we ge a second and third time if we fail to get 
the order at first. 
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The preacher says he does as much visiting as 
he can, but it is impossible, with his other duties, 
to get around to everybody. The good Presby- 
terian says the pastor should have an assistant, 
and furthermore he will make a substantial con- 
tribution to start a fund to employ one. 


In September the preacher says the church mem- 
bers should do personal work. The good Presby- 
terian says the preacher is right, and when he has 
time he will do some of that himself—everybody 
ought to do some personal work. But somehow he 
never seems to “have the time.” 


In November, the preacher says the only way 
to get right for personal evangelism is to devote 
some time every day to private Bible study, self- 
examination and closet prayer. The choir sings: 


Lord, send a revival, 
Lord, send a revival, 
Lord, send a revival, 
And let it begin in me. 


The good Presbyterian says that’s a good song, 
and plans to read some in his Bible and pray, 
but business is brisk and there are so many extra 
engagements at this time of the year that there 
seems no time for it—not yet; maybe later. 


December 31st comes, and as the good Presby- 
terian looks back over the course he cannot put 
his finger on one soul he has even tried to win to 


Christ. 


Perhaps this is why we do not have a nation- 
wide revival — not even one in our own local 
church. There is no place in a good Presbyterian’s 
Time and Circumstance and Heart to start it— 
or to get in there pitching when one does start. 


BOOKS 


EMIL BRUNNER’S CONCEPT OF REVELATION. 
Paul King Jewett. James Clarke & Co., Ltd. 
$3.00. (Order from The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal. 


Brunner is one of the outstanding dialectical 
theologians of our day. He is noted as one 
of the major prophets of neo-orthodoxy. In 
most of his writings he has emphasized the 
Kierkegaardian dialectic of time and eternity. 


In the preface to the second volume of Brun- 
ner’s DOGMATICs, he expressed the feeling that 
he has been called upon to carry through the 
implications of the new discovery of the I - Thou 
relationship set forth by Ebner and Buber. He 
agrees with Karl Heim that the recent discovery 
of the “I and Thou” on the part of Ebner and 
Buber is “a Copernican turning point” in the 
history of thought. He also insists that this 
I- Thou philosophy is completely drawn from 
the Bible and it is his mission to give it rightful 
place in Christian thought. 
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The first part of this volume is largely an 
exposition of Brunner’s theological positions. 
The latter part is an incisive and penetrating 
critique. Commenting upon Brunner’s desire 
to unite the “I- Thou” philosophy with Chris- 
tian theology, Dr. Jewett trenchantly remarks, 
“It is odd that something which is completely 
drawn from a book as old as the Bible should 
be described as ‘Copernican’. ‘This places be- 
fore us an obvious alternative. Either the Chris- 
tian church has seriously failed to grasp the 
meaning of the Bible or Brunner is reading 
something into it which is not there.” Jewett 
readily admits that this perspective has brought 
many aspects of the message of the Bible into 
clearer focus but he maintains that there are 
not wanting indications that Brunner’s Per- 
sonalism is more read into the Scripture than 
read out of it. When Brunner declares that 
personal correspondence is the fundamental 
category of the Bible, Dr. Jewett points out 
that Brunner cites virtually no place in the 
Bible where this teaching is found and observes 
that this is a strange procedure for one who 
affirms that Holy Scripture is the source and 
norm of all theology. He quotes Brunner as 
follows: “Were we to take all the passages 
of Scripture where the truth occurs and ana- 
lyze them exegetically, we would scarcely be 
any nearer the goal of ascertaining what the 
Biblical view of truth is. We must get behind 
the content of Scripture, to its hidden assump- 
tions to ascertain the structure of Biblical 
revelation.” Although Dr. Jewett says this 
is the fundamental category in Brunner’s con- 
cept of revelation, it is a doubtful claim that 
one makes when he affirms that is the funda- 
mental category of the Bible. 


Brunner says that science has made_ the 
Adamic tradition impossible and has compelled 
theology to reject the historical form of the 
Genesis narrative in regard to the fall. Jewett 
answers Brunner’s contention by reminding him 
that for Paul, however, the Genesis story was 
not only history but along with the death of 
Christ the most important event in history. The 
fall was no mere speculation. Adam was not 
simply a type of humanity. Jewett writes, 
“Rather for Paul the fall of Adam was one of 
two foci of the ellipse of the salvation event. 
If one cancelled it out, Paul’s entire structure 
falls to the ground.” Jewett also observes that 
the same applies to the top-flight Reformers 
as well as Paul. He shows that this thought 
entity has been a fundamental to the faith of 
the greatest spiritual leaders from Augustine 
to Pascal. He puts Paul’s doctrine in these 
words: “At a given time and a given place 
the first man committed a sinful act of trans- 
gression against the will of God. If we remove 
the time - space form in which this proposition 
is cast, what is there left to talk about?’ We 
are reminded that the normal mind can hardly 
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escape the suspicion that an event which did 
not happen in time and space did not happen 
at all. 


Continuing this line of thought Dr. Jewett 
declares: ‘“Uhe whole thrust of Paul in Romans 
5:12-21 is to illustrate how men can be justified 
on the basis of another’s righteousness, not their 
own; namely, the righteousness of Christ, by 
an appeal to the way in which they are con- 
demned on the basis of another man’s sin, not 
their own; namely, Adam’s.” He reminds us 
that to abandon the existence of the first Adam 
undermines Paul’s entire argument found in 
Romans 5:19. He writes, “So far is Paul arguing 
that we cannot be responsible for what another 
has done; that is precisely his point. The 
trouble with Brunner is that he can allow for 
Christ’s righteousness being imputed to the 
sinner but not for the imputation of Adam’s 
guilt. Paul did not switch horses in the middle 
of the stream. Having embraced the principle 
of vicarious, ethical action he carries principles 
consistently through. Whatever one may think 
of such a principle, Paul was at least consistent. 
All of which brings us to the final point.” 


With devastating logic, Dr. Jewett invalidates 
the arguments of the dialectical theologians, 
contention that the witness of Scripture was 
not intended to be taken as history. When 
Brunner writes that the Gospels do not pursue 
an historical goal, Jewett retorts that Brunner 
uses Scripture to establish the exact opposite 
of what the author of the passage intended. 
He shows, for example, that John appeals to 
the. facts of empirical history. He comments, 
“He is telling his readers of what he has seen 
with his eyes and handled with his hands. 
Brunner reads the verse to mean what we with 
the eye of faith have seen and what our hands 
have handled. This is the proof text method 
at its worst. One is reminded of Gilson’s remark 
to the effect that exegesis is a convenient bush 
on which to find whatever fruit one is looking 
for.” 


Jewett has rendered a real service in pointing 
out how unreliable Brunner is in his view of 
the Bible. He begins by 8 oting Adolph Von 
Harnack to the effect, ere has never been 
a strong religious faith in the world which did 
not at some decisive point or other call upon 
external authority. It is mere academic specu- 
lation which supposes it can eliminate external 
authority in this regard. Life and history point 
to the fact that no faith is capable of convincing 
and begetting like faith which does not include 
obedience to this objective authority and does 
not have the consciousness of its power.” In 
this connection Jewett poses this searching 
question, “Has Brunner been able to maintain 
the authority of Scripture apart from the doc- 
trine of verbal inspiration?” ‘The answer is, 
‘We do not believe he has and in the subse- 
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quent analysis we shall attempt to show that 
rather than getting above the alternative of 
theopneusty on the one hand and the aban- 
donment of Scripture authority on the other, 
the pendulum swings between these two, now 
touching upon the one and now the other; now 
making assertion which involved the identifica- 
tion of the Word of God and the words of 
men; now relativizing the function of Scripture 
as a vehicle of revelation to the point of losing 
its normative character altogether.” 


The author answers Brunner’s view of Scrip- 
ture by pointing out that the traditional view 


of verbal inspiration is the “classic’’ doctrine — 


of the Christian Church. He says that it is 
almost as old as the Church itself. He states: 
“So strongly did the early saints feel the revela- 
tional power of the words of the apostles that 
they designated their words simply the Word 
of God, which is true, if one means thereby 
‘a definitive form of revelation’.”’ 

Jewett is careful to point out that Brunner 
cannot make a bona fide appeal either to the 
apostles or the Reformers for his view of Scrip- 
ture. He shows that a view of Biblical author- 
ity which avoids the traditional doctrine of 
verbal inspiration reduces the Bible, as is the 
case in religious Liberalism, to the level of any 
other inspirational book. In other words, when 
Brunner or any other theologian deserts verbal 
inspiration they are parting company with the 
inspired apostles and the top-flight Reformers. 


In further reference to the matter of inspira- 
tion Dr. Jewett remarks: “History has shown 
how difficult it is to hold to a Jesus who is 
morally and religiously impeccable while at 
the same time admitting his fallibility in other 
areas of human knowledge.” ‘Then he states: 
“But this is the tight rope that Brunner assays 
to walk.” Jewett concludes that the doctrine 
of Biblical authority in Brunner’s writings is 
dwarfed to the vanishing point and “his at- 
tempted synthesis must therefore be pronounced 
a failure.” 


It should be pointed out that Jewett is cor- 
rect in stating that when the dialectical the- 
ologians need logic to refute opponents they 
use it masterfully, but when logic forces them 
to conclusions incompatible with their desires 
they simply rub their dialectical lamp and call 
upon the jinni, Paradox. To put it another 
way, the dialectical theologians are consistently 
inconsistent. Jewett shows that this is true 
especially in regard to Brunner. He observes: 
“Hence, though Brunner condemns _ Schleier- 
macher for violating the laws of coherence, he 
upbraids Calvin for observing them.” 

Lack of space prevents further explication 
of Dr. Jewett’s masterful exposition and critique 
of Brunner’s Concept of Revelation. Suffice 
it to say that this is one of the greatest books 
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we have seen in the past two decades. It is the 
finest answer to Neo-orthodoxy that has ever 
come our way. It is fair, scholarly, thorough 
and in our judgment unanswerable. Here is 
a book that should be in the library of every 
intelligent Christian minister and every theo- 
logical seminary student. For a long time we 
have waited for such a volume as this and now 
that it has arrived, we simply say, thank God 
for -it. —jJ. R. R. 


HELPS FOR UNDERSTANDING SCRIP- 
TURE READING IN DAY BY DAY 


By Rev. Clinton C. Baker 
Sunday, Feb. 20, Ephesians 1:3-10. 


Of the many blessings God has given you, 
list the ones you value most highly. Are they 
material or spiritual? How complete are the 
spiritual blessings God gives us (v.3)? How 
many of these benefits can you find listed in 
vv.4-11? God has chosen us to live clean, pure 
lives before Him (v.4); God, in His grace, has 
adopted us, made us His children (vv.5,6) ; God 
has forgiven our sin (v.7); God has revealed 
to us His plan for the universe and made us 
partakers in the’ greatness of plan 
(vv.10,11). How many words can you find in 
vv. 5-11 that show the fullness of these _bless- 
ings; motice “freely” (v.6), “riches” (v.7), 
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“abound,” “all” (v. 8). What have I done 
to deserve God’s goodness? Have I even been 
thankful? BLESSED BE GOD who has blessed 


Monday, Feb. 21, John 1:1-18. 


To whom does the “Word” of verse one 
refer? (Compare v.1 with vwv.14,15.) List the 
facts given about the Word in wv.1-3. Is he 
God (v.1)? Does the fact that he was also 
“with God” bring to mind the doctrine of the 
Trinity (v.1)? Of what other Bible verse does 
“In the beginning” remind you? What would 
“all things” in v. 3 include? List the facts 
found about the Word in wv.4,5,9-11. What 
is the tragic note of v.10? How did “his own 
people” treat Him (v.11)? What happens to 
a person who does receive Christ (v.12)? Has 
this ever happened to you? If you have received 
Christ, and if He is all this passage says He 
is, what place ought He to have in your life? 


Tuesday, Feb. 22, Philippians 2:5-11. 


Think back to the picture yesterday’s passage 
(John 1:1-3) gave of Jesus Christ. How does 
Philippians 2:6 compare with John 1:1-3. Now 
compare Philippians 2:7-8 with John 1:9-11. 
Meditate upon the great truth that John and 
Paul are teaching here concerning God's be- 
coming man. What adjectives might describe 
the extent to which Jesus humbled Himself 
to die the death of the cross? What was the 
purpose of Christ’s dying on the cross? Do 
vv. 10&11 describe my attitude toward Christ 
for humbling Himself so to free me from my 
sin? What sort of behavior toward my fellow 
man is encouraged in vv. 2-4? How real and 
deep ought my humility to be (v.5)? How 
closely am I following Christ’s example of 
humility? 


Wednesday, Feb. 23, Revelation 5:6-14. 


As you read, try to picture exactly what hap- 
pens in each verse. Who is being praised 
(vv.8,11-12) ? Could this be Christ? What is 
the reason for His being praised (vv.9,10,12) ? 
What do verses 9,10&12 mean to you personally? 
Who is rendered the praise in vv.8&9? How 
is this praise intensified in vv.11-12? How does 
v.13 climax the praise? What does v.14 add? 
Can you picture this scene of Christ in all His 
glory? Now read Philippians 2:10-11 again. 
How do the verses in Revelation make these 
verses real? Christian, do you realize who it 
is who has saved you? 
He has done? Are you aware of the greatness 
of your salvation? What is your response? 


Thursday, Feb. 24, Luke 19:12-28. 


Notice verse 11 for the reason the parable 
is told. Read through the parable for its cen- 
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Do you realize what | 


(vv.37,38) ? 


tral teaching. What has each servant to do 
with the pound given him while the nobleman 
was away (vv.12,13)? What results did the 
Lord find upon his return (vv.15-16,18,20-21) ? 
What awards were given (vv.17,19,22-24) ? Was 
the award given to the one who ventured noth- 
ing fair? Jesus Christ has departed, but will 
return. He has given his followers “talents” 
to use. What does He command us to do? (See 
John 15:8,16). How will the awards be meted 
out (v.26)? What reward would I receive, if 
Christ were to return today? Will I receive 
an inheritance, or will I be saved “as by fire’? 


Friday, Feb. 25, Matthew 26:36-44. 

Think of the agony Christ went through on 
the cross. Think of the blackness of your sin, 
your sin which was placed on Christ who was 
absolutely pure. It was this death of the cross 
that Christ faced in Gethsemane (v.36). Hu- 
manly speaking, how did He look upon it 
What do vv. 39,42 show of the 
depths of His conflict? Yet was Christ willing 
to accept the will of God (vv.39,42)? What 
would the consequences have .been if He had 
not accepted it? How do you suppose the dull- 
ness of Peter, James and John added to His 
suffering (vv.37,38,40,43) 2? Continue to medi- 
tate on what Jesus, the Son of God, was to go 
through when He said, “Thy will be done” 
(v.42). What do you see here of the depth of 
Christ’s love? Does it melt your self-will? Are 
you willing to say “Thy will be done” to Him? 


Saturday, Feb. 26, Hebrews 11:8-16. 

Who are the main characters in -these verses? 
What were they looking for (vv.10,14,16) ? What 
difficulties did they encounter  (vv.8,9,11)? 
What gave them the strength to meet these 
difficulties—to brave the unknown (v.8), to 
live as strangers on earth (vv.9,13), accept the 
impossible (v.11)? What kept them from turn- 
ing back to their old life of ease (vv.15,16) ? 
Are you really convinced (do you have faith) 
that your heavenly home is a better place than 
earth (v.16)? Around which land are your 
desires centered (v.16)? Is your faith in the 
superiority of a heavenly home great enough 
to cause you to put your quest for it first in 
your life—regardless of difficulties involved? 


LIQUOR 


All alcoholic beverages, including wine and 
beer, contain Ethyl alcohol which science defines 
as an anesthetic. This explains the slowing of 
muscular reaction and mental perception in 
times of emergency, moral “let down” in social 
contacts, and many accidents in the home, fac- 
tory and on the highway. When a person is 
only slightly anesthetized by alcohol, loose talk 
and conduct unbecoming to good citizens often 
result. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 
LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 27 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Church Proclaims The Gospel 


Background Scripture: Mark 16:15; Acts 
2:14-41; Romans 10:8-15; I Corinthians 


1:18-25; 2:1-5; Colossians 1:24-29. 
Devotional Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12. 


In our Devotional Reading we have an expression that well summarizes the Gospel: “The 
Unsearchable Riches of Christ.’”” The Gospel is the “Good News” about Christ; His Incarnation; 
His Life and Ministry; His Death and Resurrection; His Ascension and Return in Glory. In 
Him we find Life; life abundant while here on earth; life eternal. He makes us rich indeed through 
the “riches of His grace.’”’” We were chosen in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy 


and without blemish; in Him we have Redemp- 
tion and Forgiveness, and Adoption into the 
Family of God. With, and in Him, we possess 
all things. Preaching the Gospel is preaching 
Christ in all His riches. It is the best news this 
world has ever heard. 


I. Preaching in “all the World”: 
Mark 16:15. 


The earthly ministry of Jesus was confined 
for the most part to the Jews; The Lost sheep 
of the house of Israel, and to the land of Pal- 
estine. When God called Abraham, however, 
He had the whole world in His mind and 
heart, for He told Abraham that in and through 
him all the nations of the world would be 
blessed. I believe that one of the many ways 
that Israel failed God was in not being a more 
faithful and zealous witness for Him to all 
the nations. Not only did they neglect this 
part of their mission, but became corrupt them- 
selves so that even their silent testimony was 
obscured. We can see this attitude in the case 
of Jonah, who did not want to preach to 
Ninevah, and “‘pouted”’ when the city was saved. 


For wise and sufficient reasons God chose 
Israel to be His peculiar people and revealed 
to them much that was, for the time being, hid- 
den from other nations. Now the time has 
come for the worldwide preaching of the “Good 
News”, and the disciples are commanded to 
go into all the world and preach the Gospel 
to every creature. This preaching will be either 
a “savor of life unto life, or of death unto 
death: He that believeth and is baptized shall 


be saved; but he that believeth not shall be : 


condemned. After we have done our part, and 
been faithful in proclaiming it, the acceptance 
or rejection of the “Good News” lies with those 
to whom it has been preached. We are ‘“Watch- 
men”, and as Ezekiel tells us, we must warn 
the wicked; as “ambassadors” we are to try 
to reconcile men to God; we are to preach the 
Gospel in all of its fullness, and try to win 
men to Christ. 
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II. Preaching after Pentecost: 
Acts 2:14-41. 


There have been millions of sermons preached 
since Pentecost, but none with more amazing 
results than this first one. I believe that in this 
sermon preached by Peter we can find a general 
pattern for all our preaching, and I wish to 
notice some of these salient features. ‘The power 
of the Holy Spirit in the heart of Peter and 
in the hearts of those who heard his message 
was the cause of such astonishing results, but 
there are outstanding points in the sermon also 
which, as preachers, we would do well to con- 
sider carefully. 


1. He used the Old Testament Scriptures to 
prove his points. He refers to Joel, and tells 
his hearers that what they have just witnessed 
was not caused by too much wine, but, as that 
prophet had said, by the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit upon men. Then, in speaking of 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
he again quotes from the Old ‘Testament, 
(Psalm 16:8). In reference to Christ as Lord, 
he quotes from Psalm 110:1. The lesson is 
plain: in our preaching we are to prove the 
truth of our message by the Word of God. 
We Protestants believe that the Bible is our 
authority, the only infallible rule of faith and 
practice. 

2. He preached CHRIST; Crucified, Risen, 
Ascended; a Living Saviour Who is in the hearts 
of His followers. 


3. He preached “remission of sins” through 
= Saviour, stating this as a great and glorious 
act. 

4. He called upon the people to Repent and 
Believe and Confess their faith by being bap- 
tized. In other words, he called for a definite 
decision. 

We learn some _ fundamentals of Gospel 
preaching from this sermon. A Gospel sermon 
should be backed by the Scriptures; it should 
be full of Christ; it should offer forgiveness 
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of sins in Him; it should seek for a definite 
decision and response; it MUST be accompanied 
by the power of the Spirit. Oh that all our 
preaching might be like this first sermon! 


III. Preaching the Righteousness of Faith: 
Romans 10:8-15. 


There is a tremendous difference between the 
righteousness of the Law, and the righteous- 
ness of Faith. The Jews, being ignorant of the 
latter, were striving for the former. The right- 
eousness of Law says, “Do, and Live”; the 
righteousness of faith says, “Believe, and Live.” 
The Jews, and all others, fail if their effort 
to obtain righteousness is by obedience to the 
Law. The Law is our school-master to bring 
us to Christ, that we may be saved by grace, 
for the Law shows us our sin; by the Law is 
the knowledge of sin. 


Our reading starts with a description of this 
righteousness of Faith which God freely bestows 
upon all who believe. The word of faith has 
this simple and clear message; If thou confess 
with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in 
thine heart that God has raised Him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved. Whosoever believeth 
on Him shall not be ashamed. 


This gospel is for ALL; there is no distinction 
between the Jew and the Greek. Both Jew and 
Greek have sinned; both can be saved if they 
will call upon the name of the Lord, Who is 
rich unto all who call upon Him, for Whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. 


But to call, men must believe; it is but 
mockery to call when in unbelief. Faith must 
prompt our call for salvation. In order to be- 
lieve, men must hear; in order to hear, they 
must have someone to tell them the gospel 
story, for Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing, 
by the Word of God. 


It is a wonderful privilege to preach such a 
Gospel; How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace and bring glad 
tidings of good things. Do we realize what a 
privilege is ours? 


IV. Preaching the Cross: 
I Corinthians 1:18-25; 2:1-5. 


The preaching of the Cross was central with 
Paul and with the other apostles. Peter preached 
Christ crucified at Pentecost. This sort of preach- 
ing was an offense to many; to the Jews a 
stumbling-block, and to the Greeks, foolishness. 
The Jews were looking for a Crowned Christ, 
not a Crucified Christ. They had, by wicked 
hands, put Him to death. Were they now to 
turn and accept Him as their Messiah? ‘This 
was what they had to do; this was what many 
of them did at Pentecost. The Greeks sought 
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Wisdom; they did not realize that here was 
both the Wisdom and the Power of God, for 
to all those that believe, the cross is the power 
of God. The unbeliever scoffs; the believer, 
accepts, God’s way of salvation. The one is lost; 
the other is saved. 


Preaching of the Cross still meets with indif- 
ference, scorn, and unbelief. Men in our day, 
as in Paul’s day, refuse to believe and accept 
the salvation offered them through the atoning 
death of Christ on the cross. They still wish 
to save themselves by wisdom (philosophy) , 
or by their works (Law). 


Paul had been sadly disappointed at Athens. 
He had tried to meet the philosophers and win 
them by his eloquent speech on Mar’s Hill. He 
comes from the cultured city of Athens to the 
corrupt city of Corinth, and he says that he 
comes not with excellency of speech, but in 
weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 
He determined to know nothing among them 
but Jesus Christ and Him crucified. He came 
trembling, but he came trusting; trusting in 
the power of the Spirit. In Corinth he had 
great success. 


I think we can see an illustration of this in 
Billy Graham’s Crusade. Men still respond 
to the preaching of the Cross; to the Old, Old 
Story of Jesus and His love; when we tell of 
His death on the cross for our sins. Whenever 
the Church leaves this fundamental part of the 
Gospel out, it loses its power. 


V. Preaching Chnst; Christ in you, the hope 
of glory: | 


* Colossians 1:24-29. 


The Gospel IS CHRIST : when we preach 
the Gospel, we preach Christ. It is not sufficient 
just to preach, or to know, the facts about 
Christ; that He was born in Bethlehem; that He 
worked at Nazareth; that He had a blessed 
ministry of three years, going about doing good; 
that He was crucified, and rose again. These 
facts are part of the Gospel, but it is the PER- 
SON behind these facts that we need to meet 
and know, believe, obey, and love. Christ IN 
US; He must become a personal Saviour to 
each one. Behold I stand at the door and 
knock. A boy and his father were looking at 
the famous picture of Christ knocking. They 
stood in silence, and then the boy said, Father, 
did He get in? Has the Christ gotten into our 
hearts? 


World Missions Receipts 


Budget for 1954 $2,874,900.00 
Receipts for 1954 2,733,728.36 
Percentzge of annual budget 
received for 1954 95.09% 
Balance needed for 1954 141,171.64 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 27 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Missionaries To urope 


Hymn: hrough Another Week” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Acts 1:1-8. 

Hymn: “We Have A Story To Tell To The 
Nations” 

Offering 

Hymn: “All Hail The Power Of Jesus Name” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

The title of this program is accurate in a 
general sense, but our missionaries to Europe 
do not consider themselves missionaries accord- 
ing to the ordinary definition of the word. 
They are our Christian representatives to the 
people of Portugal, but they do not call them- 
selves ‘‘missionaries” among the Portugese. 
There is already a small, established Presby- 
terian church in Portugal, and these repre- 
sentatives of ours are working to strengthen the 
witness and effectiveness of that existing 
church. For this reason, our “missionaries” are 
called “fraternal workers’”’. 


The work in Portugal is a cooperative effort, 
being shared in by the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., the Presbyterian Church of Brazil, and 
our own denomination. The U.S.A. church 
is represented by two couples, and the other 
two churches by one couple each. 


It is interesting to note that the church of 
Brazil has a part in this project. This has been 
called foreign missions in reverse, because, as 
we all know, Brazil was originally colonized 
by Portugal. We find here a movement from 
Portugal to Brazil to Portugal. The mother 
country has contributed much to the culture 
of Brazil, and now Brazil is able to make a 
valuable contribution to Portugal. 

The newest workers in the field are the mis- 
sionaries of our own church, Rev. and Mrs. 
Herbert Meza. The Mezas were appointed some 
time before they were able to secure entrance 
to Portugal. The story of this young couple 
is especially interesting because they are the 
products of the home mission work of our 
church. They were led to Christ and into His 
service through the ministry of the Ybor City 
mission of Tampa, Florida. 


FirRsT SPEAKER: 

We will remember from our studies of his- 
tory in school that there was a time when Portu- 
gal was an important world power. We remem- 
ber that during the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries the Portugese navigators led in the 
important geographical discoveries that were 
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made. The world will be forever indebted to 
this small country for these great contributions. 
We are also aware that Portugal has not been 
very prominent since those times. Today, the 
nation itself is small (about the size of South 
Carolina) , densely populated (about eight mil- 
lion inhabitants), and very poor. Most of its 
wealth and strength comes from its territorial 
possessions which are many times larger than 
Portugal itself. The present form of govern- 
ment is a mild dictatorship. Americans can 
never look with much favor on any kind of 
dictatorship, but our missionaries say that the 
leaders of the government are wise and seem 
to have the best interests of the people at heart. 
The religion of the country is overwhelmingly 
Roman Catholic, but even the leaders of the 
Catholic church have readily admitted that the 
church is influential in the lives of only a 
minority of the people. We can sum up our 
description of Portugal by saying that it is a 
land with a rich heritage but which has lagged 
behind its neighboring countries in material, 
intellectual, and spiritual development. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

While Protestantism is not new in Portugal, 
we have already indicated that its adherents 
constitute a very small minority. There are 
only seven thousand members in all Protestant 
churches. The largest Protestant denomination 
is the Presbyterian Church of Portugal, which 
was olficially organized on Reformation Day, 
in October, 1952. This church has over 1500 
members, and it is within its organization that 
our missionaries work. 


The growth of all Protestant work in Portu- 
gal has been slow due to the opposition and 
persecution of the Roman Catholic majority. 
The local congregations are weak and discour- 
aged. The present program of the Presbyterian 
church emphasizes the building up of confi- 
dence in the local churches. They are being 
helped to improve their buildings and enrich 
their programs of evangelism and education. 


One widespread cause of discouragement has 
been the lack of well trained Protestant leader- 
ship. To combat this difficulty a seminary has 
been recently established to prepare men for 
the ministry. Its present enrollment is nine- 
teen, and some of its graduates are already serv- 
ing as pastors in the local churches. 


The most recent undertaking of the church 
is the establishment of a Protestant hospital, 
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known as St. Luke’s Clinic. Before the found- 
ing of this medical center it was very difficult 
for the Protestant people of Portugal to secure 
proper medical care. A number of Christian 
doctors are contributing their time and services 
free of charge in order to get the hospital 
firmly established. While the first aim of the 
clinic is to minister to the needs of people 
already in the churches, it will surely serve 
as an avenue for evangelism, as is the case in 
all of our mission hospitals. 

PROGRAM LEADER: 


We have seen that Portugal differs in many 
respects from the other countries where our 
church is engaged in mission work, but there 
are two things which Portugal has in common 
with every other mission field: (1) The mar- 
velous steps of progress that are being taken 
by the grace of God, and (2) the almost limit- 
less opportunities for making Christ known to 
the lost and enriching the lives of those who 
already believe. 


Church News 


DR. JOHN S. LAND HONORED 


New Orleans — Few churches have one min- 
ister for 37 years. That is true at St. Charles 
Avenue, where Dr. John S. Land has been their 
only senior pastor. In honor of this long and 
happy relationship, a group of members, at a 
recent congregational meeting, (Jan. 19) pre- 
sented a portrait of Dr. Land to the church. 
Miss Ella Wood, noted New Orleans artist, 
painted the portrait. 


Dr. Land was originally from York County, 
South Carolina. He was graduated from Pres- 
byterian College and from the Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary of his home state. He later 
did graduate work at Tulane University and 
at the University of Edinburgh. He was or- 
dained in July, 1917, and was installed as pastor 
of the St. Charles Avenue Branch of the First 
Presbyterian Church on the same date. When 
the branch was organized into the St. Charles 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in 1920, with 209 
charter members, he continued as pastor and 
has been serving in this capacity continuously. 


Town and Country Church Conference 


Fayetteville, Ark. — The first interdenomina- 
tional ‘Town and Country Pastors’ Conference 
to be held at the University of Arkansas, will 
be at the University’s College Agriculture here 
on February 22-25. Those attending will come 
from the states of Missouri, Oklahoma, and 
Arkansas. 


About 100 are expected to be present for the 
three-day meetings of general sessions and seven 
seminars. 


FEBRUARY 16, 1955 


Dr. James M. Carr, Secretary of the Town and 
Country Church Department, Board of Church 
Extension, Presbyterian Church, U.S., will lead 
one of the seminars, on “The Program of the 
Small Church.” Dr. Carr is the only member 
of the denomination taking part in the confer- 
ence, but many ministers from Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., are expected to attend. 


The conference, sponsored by the Arkansas 
Town and Country Church Development Com- 
mittee, has for its theme, ‘““The Town and Coun- 
try Church Faces Changing Conditions.” 


FAYETTEVILLE PRESBYTERY AND 
MACDONALD COLLEGE LEADERSHIP 
TRAINING SCHOOL 


Four hundred students and faculty assembled at 
Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs, North 
Carolina, on Monday night, January 31, 1955, 
for the opening of the fourth annual Leadership 
Training School sponsored by Fayetteville Presby- 
tery. This school has set an amazing record since 
its beginning in 1952. Fayetteville Presbytery is 
chiefly rural in population with very few large 
towns. Yet the average attendance each year has 
been above four hundred with nearly all of the 
churches in the Presbytery well represented. A 
great many people come as far as sixty miles to 
take advantage of this opportunity of self-improve- 
ment. A large number of the ministers attend with 
their voluntary workers. | 

This year eight courses are being offered as fol- 
lows: 

TEACHING NURSERY CHILDREN—Muiss 
Olive Cooper, Director of the Week-Day Kinder- 
garten, First Presbyterian Church, Lumberton, 
North Carolina. 

TEACHING PRIMARY CHILDREN—Mrss. 
Stuart Ritchie, Area Worker for Synod’s Commit- 
tee of Christian Education, Fayetteville, North 
Carolina. 

TEACHING JUNIORS—Mrrs. S. H. Fulton, 
Laurinburg, North Carolina, Children’s Work 
Consultant. 

TEACHING INTERMEDIATES (Pioneers) 
—Miss Ann Anderson, Director of Christian Edu- 
cation, First Presbyterian Church, Fayetteville, 
North Carolina. 

WORK OF CHURCH OFFICERS—Rever- 
end Richard R. Gammon, Pastor, Dunn Presby- 
terian Church, Dunn, North Carolina. 

WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEV E— 
Reverend Hogan Yancey, Pastor, West End Pres- 
byterian Church, West End, North Carolina. 


AUDIO-VISUAL RESOURCES IN CHRIS- 
TIAN EDUCATION—Reverend Ralph Under- 
wood, Minister of Christian Education, Highland 
Presbyterian Church, Fayetteville, North Carolina. 


STUDY OF THE BOOK OF ROMANS— 
METHODS FOR TEACHING THIS BOOK 
—Price H. Gwynn, Jr., Dean of the College, Flora 
Macdonald College, Red Springs, North Carolina. 
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Dr. Robert F. Sloop, Pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Lumberton, is Dean of the 
School and Reverend Leighton B. McKeithen, 
Pastor of the Sherwood and Big Rockfish Presby- 
terian Churches, is Chairman of the Committee on 


Publicity. 


CHONJU/HOSPITAL DEDICATION 
AND GRADUATION CEREMONIES 


Chonju, Korea — Dedication of the new four- 
‘story wing at the Presbyterian hospital and 
medical center at Chonju, South Korea, on Dec. 
20 was witnessed by a corps of 12 international 
guests and officials. 


Governor Yohan Lee of Cholla Pukto Prov- 
ince spoke at both the dedication and the grad- 
uation of the first class of 10 nurses from the 
hospital. 


Mrs. Francis Whang, head of the Korean 
Nurses Association, of Seoul, was the main 
speaker at the graduation exercises. She also 
heads a post-graduate school of nursing which 
teaches nurses administration and nursing edu- 
cation. 


Other guests included: Dr. M. S. Kim, presi- 
dent of Severance Medical College, Seoul; Miss 
Augusta Mayerson, of New York City, Chief, 
Voluntary Agency Liaison UNKRA_ (United 
Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency); Mrs. 
Dalla Voran, of Kansas, assistant to Miss May- 
erson; Dr. Ragner W. Nilssen, of Oslo, Norway, 
Deputy chief of Public Health, Headquarters 
KCAC (Korea Civil Assistance Command) ; Lt. 
Col. Howard C. Bond, Commanding Officer 
KCAC, Cholla Pukto Team, Miss Francis Van- 
derplas, of Holland, nurse with the KCAC, 
Cholla Pukto Team; Miss Susan Haines, of 
Australia, Chief Nurse, Headquarters, KCAC; 
Chaplain (Major) Roland C. Pickhardt, U.S. 
Air Force, Headquarters 6170th Air Base Group; 
and Dr. and Mrs. John C. Cornes, of London, 
from the American Friends Service Unit, Kun- 
san, Korea. 


The 10 girls who graduated in the nurses 
class were part of the 20 who started out in 
the June, 1950, class. The School was closed 
Shortly after the outbreak of the Korean War 
and reopened April, 1952. Of those graduating 
9 of the girls are accepting positions in the 
hospital at Chonju and one is going to Kwangju 
to the tuberculosis hospital operated by the 
Presbyterian Mission. So all 10 remain in Pres- 
byterian work. 


Dr. J. C. Crane who came out of retirement 
to return to Korea to teach his own textbook 
on theology was another of the speakers at the 
nurses graduation. Dr. J. C. Crane is the father 
of Dr. Paul S. Crane, director of the Presby- 
terian hospital and medical center at Chonju. 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary School. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer school 
begins June 6, 1955. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 


RADIO 


Assembly-Wide Evangelistic Series 
FIND LIFE WITH GOD 


Week of February 20 ,. 
“Through the Study UO 
of God’s Word” 
Dr. J. L. Fowle 


Consult Local Station 
For Time 
Programs Still 
Available for 
Station Use 


Produced Co-operatively by | 
DIVISION OF EVANGELISM and 
DIVISION OF RADIO AND TELEVISION 
BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 


The Presbytery of 
The Everglades 


On January 1, 1955 the Presbytery of Saint 
Johns as of 1954 ceased to exist in compliance with 
the order of the Commission of The Synod of 
Florida for the Division of the Presbytery and in 
its place three new presbyteries were erected. The 
Churches of South Florida, from Fort Pierce to 
Key West and from the Atlantic to the Gulf, met 
in the Westminster Presbyterian Church of Miami 
for organization into a presbytery. Each Church 
was represented by its Minister and an Elder. 
Many of the Churches had more than one Elder 
present for there was great interest in the new 
Presbytery and the work opened up by the erection 
of the Presbytery. 


Rev. Paul M. Edris, Daytona Beach, by appoint- 
ment of Synod was convenor and presided until a 
Moderator and Stated Clerk were elected. Prior 
to the election of a Moderator and a Stated Clerk 
Mr. Edris conducted a devotional service after 
which, assisted by Dr. Robert E. Fry, he led Pres- 
bytery in the observance of Holy Communion. Dr. 
Robert E. Fry, Hollywood, and Rev. James D. 
Carter, Miami Springs, respectively were elected 
Moderator and Stated Clerk. Rev. O. A. Rusher, 
West Hollywood, was elected Permanent Clerk. 


One of the first pieces of business attended to 
was the selection of a name for the new Presby- 
tery. At a prior pre-Presbytery meeting several 
names were suggested and put in nomination these 
being Gulfstream, Saint Andrews, Royal Palm and 
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The Everglades. By a large majority vote the 
name proposed by Rev. Edward Hallman “The 
Presbytery of The Everglades” was chosen. 


After naming the Presbytery the following Com- 
mittees were organized and their chairmen elected: 
The Commission on The Minister and His Work, 
Dr. Ryan L. Wood, West Palm Beach; Home 
Missions, Dr. B. M. Larson, Coral Gables; Chris- 
tian Education, Rev. Frank Elvery, Homestead ; 
World Missions and Overseas Relief, Rev. H. Law- 
rence Love, Fort Lauderdale; Church Extension, 
Rev. Clyde Bartges, Coral Gables; Annuities and 
Relief, Rev. Sterling L. Hunter, Miami; Educa- 
tional Institutions, James Caligan, Miami; 
Candidates for The Gospel Ministry, Rev. Russell 
D. Toms, Fort Lauderdale; Stewardship, Dr. John 
D. Henderson, South Miami. Dr. Ronald S. Wil- 
son and Rev. Wayte Fulton were elected trustees 
of Davidson College. Mr. Joseph F. Dussault of 
South Miami was elected Treasurer of Benevo- 
lences. 


The size of the Presbytery in its beginning en- 
titles it to six Commissioners, three Ministers and 
three Elders, but at the rate Presbytery is growing 
it will be entitled to eight or more. ‘The first 
Commissioners elected to the General Assembly 
are: Rey. J. Wayte Fulton, Jr., Rev. Russell D. 
Toms, Dr. John D. Henderson with alternate Rev. 
O. A. Rusher, Rev. Frank Elvery, and Dr. C. 
Groshon Gunn. The Elders are: R. J. Black, 
West Palm Beach; Carl J. Harris, Hialeah; S. 
Oliver O’Bryan, Westminster; alternates, Sam 
J. Jaquinta, Bethany; Elwood Sutherlin, Miami 
Shores and Jennings Tempe, West Hollywood. 


Mrs. Henry Craig for the Presbyterial, Mr. 
Ollie Page for the Synod’s Men’s Council and 
Rev. Duane Wickard of the Southeast Presbytery 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. brought greet- 


ings. 


At this initial meeting Presbytery received and 
dismissed its first ministers. Dr. W. Ivan Hoy 
was received from the Presbytery of Lexington, 
Rev. Robert Ford was dismissed to Westminster 
Presbytery of the Tampa Bay area, one of the 
new Presbyteries erected out of old Saint Johns. 


After an historic day of which one of the high- 
lights was the delightful bountiful lunch served 
by the women of Westminster, the Presbytery ad- 
journed to meet on Tuesday, February 8, 1955 
in the Westminster Church. One of the items of 
business to be attended to at the Adjourned Meet- 
ing is to vote on the categorical question of union. 

James D. Carter 
Stated Clerk. 
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Minister’s Retreat—Feb. 1 - 3 
Montreat, N. C. 
By G. B. Talbot 


Approximately fifty ministers from Appalachia 
Synod participated in a Retreat Feb. 1-3 at Mon- 
treat. 


The Rev. A. W. Hewitt, D.D., noted rural 
pastor, author and lecturer, and an authority on 
rural church work in the Methodist Church was 
the high-light in the 3-day meeting. Dr. Hewitt, 
whose home is in Vermont, succeeded not only in 
relaxing many a tense nerve thru his spontaneous 
wit and good humor but he brought three inspiring 
messages that were filled with illustrations from 
his very rich experience in the ministry, in the 
educational field and in his travels. 


The Retreat included devotional periods led by 
the following preachers: Dewey Greenhoe, War- 
ren Thuston, Earnest Wilson, C. Grier Davis, 
C. E. Gammon, and M. O. Sommers. Their mes- 


sages were both heart-searching and challenging. 


Dr. C. Marshall Dendy, Executive Secretary of 
the Board of Education, Rev. James M. Carr, 
Head of the Department of Town and Country 


Church, and Dr. J. G. Patton, Executive Secretary 


of the General Council brought addresses and led 
in forums pertaining to the particular branch of 
our Church’s work which they represent. 


On one evening the ministers were highly en- 
tertained with a magic show given by Mrs. Shaw 
Sniith, Director of Student Activities at Davidson 
College. Choral groups from Lees-McCrae, King 
and Montreat Colleges brought not only entertain- 
ment but a lot of inspiration with their fine music. 


Dr. J: R. McGregor and Dr. James L. Fowle 
led the Rretreat to a grand climax in the closing 
service of Communion and re-dedication. “Those 
who attended the three days of inspiration, instruc- 
tion and fellowship went home truly refreshed in 
spirit and ready to serve the Lord with renewed 
heart, mind, soul and strength; hoping that the 
experience will be repeated next winter. 


The Committee which planned the Retreat are 
as follows: The Reverends Ferguson Wood, D.D.., 
A. B. Montgomery, Ph.D., John Yelton, D.D., 
I. M. Ellis, and T. A. Freeman, D.D. 


GOWN S 


*Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


; Church Furniture - Stoles 

Hangings - Communion 
Sets - Altar Brass Goods 
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